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In October 2012, California State University, Bakersfield’s 
Kegley Institute of Ethics proudly inaugurated an ethics 
award in honor of Wendy Wayne.

 
Wendy Wayne was an alumna and a longtime friend of 
CSUB and the Kegley Institute of Ethics. As a founding 
member of the KIE’s Board of Governors, Wendy had a 
long and strong association with the Institute, including as 
a member of the awards’ planning and selection committee.

 
Wendy Wayne was a dedicated volunteer and ethical leader in the Bakersfield 
community and beyond. She served as a Peace Corps volunteer, a dedicated nurse 
at Kern Medical Center, an advocate for child education and health with the Kern 
County Office of Superintendent of Schools, and a support and trainer for women 
interested in becoming medical professionals. Wendy chose to serve others and, to 
this day, has a tremendous impact on our community.
 
Her personal qualities are exemplified in these recipients, and we know she would 
be proud to honor them!

HONORING WENDY WAYNE
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The Kegley Institute of Ethics is named in memory of 
Charles W. Kegley (1912-1986), who was the founding 
Chair of the Department of Philosophy and Religious 
Studies at California State University, Bakersfield. Dr. 
Kegley was designated Outstanding Professor in 1984 and 
Professor Emeritus in 1986, and was founder and editor 
of the world-renowned Library of Living Theology. He 
was well published in the areas of ethics, both theoretical 
and applied, and in social and political philosophy. His 
distinguished career included serving as Rockefeller 
Visiting Professor at the University of the Philippines. He 

was also a Visiting Professor at Rice University and an active participant in a number 
of International Congresses of Philosophy.

Dr. Kegley provided students and colleagues with a spirited example of excellence 
in scholarship and teaching and an inspired concern for the importance of the 
Humanities in the education of the whole person. The Annual Charles W. Kegley 
Memorial Lecture brings scholars to the CSUB campus who also exemplify these 
values.

The Kegley Institute of Ethics is committed to serving our campus and community 
through ethics education, research, and practice. The Institute carries on the work 
of Professor Kegley, as well as the spirit of his philosophy of life, summed up in the 
phrase of Bertrand Russell: "Inspired by love and guided by reason."

ABOUT CHARLES KEGLEY & 
KEGLEY INSTITUTE OF ETHICS

Celebrating
ambassadors of
humankindness.
In the spirit of Wendy Wayne



PROGRAM 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Dr. Michael Burroughs, Director, Kegley Institute of Ethics

Dr. Lynnette Zelezny, President, CSU Bakersfield
David Womack, Kaiser Permanente

Daniel Wolcott, Adventist Health

2021 HONORABLE MENTION AWARDEES
Alejandra “Olly” Lopez Beltran, Nominated by Mike Kwon

Randy Martin, Nominated by Dr. Sumita Sarma
Reyna Olaguez, Nominated by Dr. Oliver Rosales and 

Dr. Andrew Bond
Hernan Santiago, Nominated by Jennifer Martinez

2021 WENDY WAYNE ETHICS AWARDEES
Samantha DeLaCruz, Nominated by Dr. Debra Jackson

Nikolas Lopez, Nominated by Tracy Lopez
L. Dee Slade, Nominated by Steve Sanders

EVENT CLOSING
Michael Burroughs, Director, Kegley Institute of Ethics
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2021 WENDY WAYNE ETHICS AWARDEE
SAMANTHA DELACRUZ

Nominated by Debra Jackson
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Samantha DeLaCruz exhibits ethical 
courage and ethical leadership through her 
local activism, community organizing, and 
research activities. Samantha is currently 
a M.A. student in Women and Gender 
Studies at San Francisco State University. 
As a CSUB student and President of CSUB’s 
Club GEN (Gender Equality Now!), her 
primary areas of activism, organizing, and 
research involved advocating for the needs 
of women and girls living in poverty and 

trans-identified youth. Samantha led efforts to establish a Trans 
Awareness Week, opened Jai’s Library (a resource for gender non-
conforming students named in honor of Jai Bornstein, a former 
Club GEN member who took her own life), and formed a campus-
wide committee focused on creating institutional policies and 
practices that support gender non-conforming students. In Spring 
2018, Samantha received a scholarship to attend the CARE National 
Conference in Washington, D.C. (CARE is one of the largest and 
oldest humanitarian aid organizations focused on fighting global 
poverty) and has become a CARE Citizen Advocate, advocating 
locally and nationally for policies that affect women and girls in 
poverty and implementing tangible ways to help them cope and 
prosper.



2021 WENDY WAYNE ETHICS AWARDEE
NIKOLAS LOPEZ

Nominated by Tracy Lopez
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Nikolas Lopez is currently a first year 
student at Bakersfield College. Nikolas has 
been a Boy Scout since the age of 6 and, 
in this role, has organized Bakersfield 
park improvement projects and serves 
as an astronomy guide and teacher at the 
Boy Scout summer camp. Nikolas is kind 
hearted and a strong leader who is not 
afraid to step forward to make a positive 
impact in the lives of others. As a high 
school student, when Nikolas learned how 

students in the Gay Straight Alliance Club at Frontier High School 
were harassed by fellow classmates, he stepped forward to help. He 
attended and spoke at a Kern High School District Board of Trustees 
Meeting about the incident and played a key role in the formation 
of the Equity and Inclusion Student Advisory Council. Nikolas was 
selected for and served on the committee as a representative for 
Liberty High School, meeting with the committee and Liberty High 
School Principal to discuss ideas on how to make Kern County High 
School’s a better place.



2021 WENDY WAYNE ETHICS AWARDEE 
L. DEE SLADE

Nominated by Steve Sanders

L. Dee Slade is an inspiring leader 
and a continuing advocate for positive 
change in Kern County. She is Director 
for the African-American Network of 
Kern County (AANKC), a Business and 
Professional organization which promotes 
higher learning by creating educational 
programs designed to empower the 
next generations to be strong leaders in 
business and community development.  
She also leads the “Each One Teach One” 

Partners in Progress Buffalo Soldiers Program (EOTOPPBS) that 
encourages youth to be good citizens and to strive for excellence 
in academics, self respect, honor, diversity, citizenship and ethical 
behavior towards others. Dee also serves in numerous other 
leadership roles in service of our community, including (but not 
limited to) as a CSUB President’s Community Ambassador; Vice-
Chair of the CSUB Center for Social Justice; and as a member of the 
Kern County Housing & Opportunity Foundation Board. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
HONORABLE MENTION AWARDEES!

ALEJANDRA “OLLY” 
LOPEZ BELTRAN

CSUB student and Campus 
Programming leader for diversity

RANDY MARTIN
Founder of Covenant Coffee

REYNA OLAGUEZ
Executive Director of South Kern Sol

HERNAN SANTIAGO
Youth Basketball Coach
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THANK YOU TO OUR PRESENTING SPONSORS

Healthy With a Side of Happy

Visit kp.org today because together we thrive. 

Kaiser Permanente is a proud supporter of the 
Wendy Wayne Ethics Awards.

Nothing should come between you and a long, healthy
life. So we’ve removed the barrier between health care 
and coverage, giving you the care you need and the 
coverage you deserve. It’s simply health care made 
simple. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR PRESENTING SPONSORS

Made for more old friends

You were made for more, so learn more. 
AdventistHealthKernCounty.org

You were made for more. More laughs. More stories. More 
bonding. And that’s why we offer a range of healthcare services 
to meet your needs. With three hospitals and more than 20 
medical offices throughout the county, we’re here to care for 
you whether you’re in search of a family practitioner or expert 
cancer care. We offer more access to top-rated healthcare 
services and providers with both in-person and virtual care 
options. Find us online to see how much more we offer 
everyone in Kern County.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SILVER SPONSOR

THANK YOU TO OUR ADDITIONAL SUPPORTERS

We salute the winners of the 2021
Wendy Wayne Ethics Awards:

L. Dee Slade
Samantha DeLaCruz

Nikolas Lopez

Honoring those who 
do the right thing, 
even when no one  

is watching.

Sol
SOUTH KERN SOL

“Building healthier communities, 
one story at a time.”

Office of University Advancement
Office of the President
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